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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm too discreet, 

Zo run a-muck and tilt at all J meet : 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

TVAicves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.— Pope. 


—-00000— 


“ STATEMENT OF THE QUESTION OF PAR- 
“ LIAMENTARY REFORM, WITH A REPLY. 
“TO. THE OBJECTIONS OF THE EDIN- 
* BURGH REVIEW, NO. LXE.” | 


ee ee 


An anonymous pamphlet, under this tifle, has been 
published by Baldwin, of Paternoster Row ; in which the 
impotence and error of the Edinburgh Review, are dis- . 
played in such a clear and convincing light, that the 
authors of the various Whig kwesrt Zing that have. 
appeared in that ponderous miscellany, must hold them- 
selves in contempt, to feel with what ease, “‘ a plain 
“ unvarnished tale” has put them down. The flimsy veil 
» which delusion has attempted to throw over the deformity 

of ineffectual . reform is drawn aside so completely, and 
yet with so delicate a hand, that the tinsel cobweb is 
spread before our eyes in its primeval unsubstantial na- 
ture :—and its flimsy nature is so evident, that we are. 
almost surprised the nakedness of moderate reform, 
should be attempted to be disguised by so transparent a 
covering. 

_ The author begins by stating the contradictory defini- 
tions of the constitution, entertained by the Whigs and. 
Tories. ‘The doctrine of the Whigs is, “ that though the. 
“ system has now for a very long period continued to pro- 


“6 ‘ : : , ° 
duce results unequivocally mischieyous—ite machinery 
Vou. VI. No. 18. 
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‘13 nevertheless excellent, and unsusceplible of any im- 
‘* »ortant amelioration :”—while the Tories admit, * that 
‘* the constitution is incongruous and untenable in theory ; 
“and only assert that, by the operation of some latent 
‘* corrective, which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, it 
“* nevertheless works well, and is in practice attended 
“with admirabie results.” This single contrast of 
opinions will of itself point out the fallacy of all those 
propositions tor reform, which may proceed from the 
one party to Le rejected by the other; since it is sufh- 
ciently evident no measures can proceed upon one of 
these propositions, which ore not directly at variance 
with the other ; and upon Which no assimulation, either 
uf reason, or principle, can by possibility be effected. 

The plan of the Whigs affects to ** propose the extinc- 
‘tion of a monopoly, but requires, as an essential ele- 
“ment in this scheme of amelioration, the perfect con- 
* currence, and geod will, of the monopolist himself?” 
because the Reformers laugh at this “ pacific” scheme. 
And the Edinburgh Reviewer says, the Reformers wish to 
obtain their ends by force! while he proposes an amiable 
arrangement, which ‘** condemns the human race to an 
‘‘ absolute cessation in the career of improvement, until 
‘* those who derive an illicit profit from the present abuses, 
** shall, of their own accord, surrender their gainful pri- 
‘““ vileges!” Such a scheme must be admitted to be 
** pacific” enough; but it would be quite as eflectual to 
petition a nest of vermin not to devour any more grain! 
The measures recommended by the Reformers do not 
necessarily lead to violence; until the corrupt should 
attempt to maintain by force the corruptions, But in 
such case, upon Whom would the responsibility lie? Not 
upon those, who advanced the immutable principles of 
good government ; but on those who defended, against 
reason and law, the abuses of bad government ! 

This point settled, our anonymous author proceeds to 
lay down the general principles of the Reformers, as a 
prelude to the refutation of the class-system pruposed by 
the Edinburgh Review. He says justly, it is necessary 
to discard, as spurious, and inadmissible, all supposi- 
‘tions which presume meu will act contrary to their in- 
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¢ When men act conjunctly, in larger or smaller bodies, this 
concurrent action must be mterpreted by the same laws as ind:- 
vidual action, If one hundred persons are intrasted with the 
privilege of framing and executing laws for a large country ; 
and, in consequence of making demands upon the wealth aod 
services of its inhabitants, they will push these drafts to an ex- 
tent as great as the people of the country are willing to permit. 
The smallness of their number, and the maguitude of the be- 
nefit to be divided among them, will render the share, which 
each individual can appropriate by this mode of conduct, moré 
valuable than that which he could derive from sharing with all 
the community in the advantages of a cheap government. 
They will combine in taxing the people to the utmost limit 
which they imagine to be seeure, A company of 100 mer- 
chants, possessed of the monopoly of bread, would rajse the 
price of that article as high as could be efiected without driving 
the consumers to the use of some other commodity. 

“The only mode therefore in which political science can 
produce results of genuine value and utility, is by suggesting 
expedients for coiistructing a ruling company on such a scale, 
that each of its members, or at Jeast the majority, shall derive as 
littie benefit as possible from misgoveriment. 

“For this purpose, two conditions are iudispensably neces- 
sary, | , 

‘First, The numbers of the company must be very consi- 
derable, in order io render the share of each individual propor- 
tionally low. 

“ Secondly, ‘he relative situation of the members must be 
80 arranged, that if they should combine for sinister purposes, 
the benefits of misrule may be distributed among them in a ra- 
lio approaching as nearly as possible to equality; because by 
such means, the share accruing from this source to each indivi- 
dual, taken one with another, will become a minimum.” 

The evils resulting from the present system, are taken 
from the statements of the Whigs themselves ; and, “ the 


7 blackest tyranny that ever overshadowed mankind, can- 
not be arraigned on evidence more decisive than the 
* Whig statements present.” 


“ First, they inform us that the measures pursued are most 
abominable and injurious to the public happiness ; Second, 
they describe the frame of the governing bedy as such, that if 
each member chose to follow his obvious interest, the abuses 
Just. named must inevitably result. No one who admits these 
wo facts, can deny the connection between them. Political 
phenomena do not admit of more complete proof of filiation. 
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Phe Whigs frequently reprobate, in terms of well merited cen- 
sure, the abuses which stain the Continental despotisms. ‘They 
ascribe these pernicious measures to the mal-formation and si 
nister interest of the ruling company in those countries, But 
all that can be proved is the co-existence of the two facts on. the 
Continent, and the same co-existence is admitted by the Whigs 
in England. Nor can we ever de better authorised to consider 
an extravagant price of bread, tn a couniry where that articl 
is subjected to a monopoly, as originating in the private inte- 
rests of the privileged dealers.” ! 


The evils to be remedied being fairly before us, we 
arrive at the Whig remedies. ‘Their first is a plan of a 
disinterested manistry. 


“* Introduce the Whigs into the administration,” it is said, 
* instead of the Tories, and the former will not pursue their own 
ipterest, as the latter have done. The Whigs will reject the 
larger mass of benefit which they might easily derive from. inis- 
government, and will content themselves with that which they 
will obtain from a participation with all the people in’ the ad- 
vantages of a cheap system.’ , 

“ Upon what do these splendid pretensions rest? Where are 
the credentials which authenticate this magnificent iuterroption 
of the course of Nature ? By what miracles have the Whigs 
vindicated their title to a confidence of which our constitution 
has pronounced King, Peers, and Commons, unworthy 7 Al! 
these three branches would, we are told, infallibly abuse thew 
trust, if the Parliament were invested with any thing beyond, a 
short-lived septennial power.” ‘vi 


The supposition that a bad system could be rendered 
good, by the parties who administer it, is to strike at the 
root of all law, which is built upon the reverse of th® 
proposition. It is admitted that a despotism would be 
the best form of government, provided the despot, were 
exempt from human frailties; but as this cannot be the 
‘ease, even in supposition, there is no basis on which des- 
potism can be deicuded. Nor is this Whig modification 
of despotism a jot the more defensible. ‘The spirit of te- 
gislation looks at every man as an interested being, with 
strong bias to his temporary and personal advantage 5 
and it is to subdue this feeling to the general welfare that 
laws are enacted: and, as ourauthor remarks, the Whigs 
might as well claim an exception from the laws againet 
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theft and murder, as from the check which positive law 
furnishes to the natural tendenc v to the abuse of power. 
Our author next examines the supposed check which 
publsc opinion affords to misrule; a second principle 
of Whig amendment ; which infers that the system may, 
and ought to be, left imperfect to a certain degree, be- 
cause public opinion will prevent any palpable abuse of'a 
public trust! On this head, it is observed, that— 


“ The richest harvest which we could hope to reap from the 
former scheme, would be to render the government and inert 
and negative power. The perfection of a check is to prevent 
advance, but it can never impel. The sharpest bit can only 
prevent your horse frem carrying you in a wrong direction. 
Howsoever efficacious public opinion might be im preventing ac: 
cession to the taxes, its loudest remonstrances could never infuse 
into the government a zeal for their reduction. Though a men- 
ber of this class should possess a secret whereby one half of 
the taxes might be saved, we may be pretty confident that he 
would never divulge it, and that if he did, the other members 
of the government would employ their utmost skit] to stifle and 
discourage it. No one ever expects that the talents of Lord 
Grenville will be devoted to mature a plan for superseding the 
Auditorship of the Exchequer, though the check should 
he completely nonce aud should meet with no direct 
resistance in en orcing submission on the government; yet 
the. interested reaction of that body would dissemiuate such 

oisonous matter, that the popular sentiment would pro- 
ably become highly distempered ; and consequently the co- 
ercion exercised by it would sink into comparative languor, 
and would overlook many transactions extremely noxious to 
the public. 

‘If the incompetency of public opinion te repress private 
erime be unanswerably attested, we cannot doubt that it would 
be far less adapted to the maintenance of a vigilant censorship 
on the proceedings of an evil-intentioned government.” 

“"That public opinion is an insufficient check upon the present 
governing class in England, we are informed by the most satis- 
factory evidence. The Whig members of Parliament expatiate 
constantly in their speeches upon that entire defiance of the 
popular sentiments which ministerial proceedings manifest— 
"pon the extinction of all confidence between the nation and 
the parliament—and upon the complete discordance between 


the Opinions prevalent within aud without the walls of thet 
NOtUse, 
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The class-system is the third remedy which the W liege 
@uggest ; and, to avoid fairly meeting the question of 
reform, they couehs the very climax of ail absurdity. Eheir 
- first remedy demands-in favor of themselves a -tetat re- 
peal of all tie laws that govern, and an abrogation: of all 
the principles, which actuate humanity. Their second 

calls upon us to admit, in despite of our reason, and our 
atneevatias’ that public opinion may materially check 
the progress of misrule under a vicious &y stem ; and 
their third. absolutely reverses the principles" upon which 
all laws are founded ; by proposing to obtain a represen- 
tation of those peculiar interests, which it is the object’ 
of fegislation ta render subserv ient to the one common 
interest of society. Jt is mest absurdly represented that 
the general interest is composed of the variety of *¢ focal 
and professional interests :? when the mereat child in 
politics must perceive that all these docal and profes- 
stonal interests must necessarily be opposed to the ge- 
neral interest 


‘Suppose a community consists of three classes, lawyers’ 
landholders, apd merchants, each returning One member to 
compose a governing body. Now when this triumvirate meets 
for the purpose of framing laws, what will be the course of its 
proceedings ® Each deputy is exclusively devoted to the service 
of his own class ; but not astep can be taken without the ¢con- 
currence of two: cousequently two of them must combine, 
and that combination can only take place by mutual concessions 
on the part of the two allies, each consenting to drop such part 
of his respective class-interest as may interfere with the aan. 
interest of the others. Those two of the three will combize, 
whose alliance can be accomplished with the smallest sacrifice | 
of their respective class-interests. If each deputy cannot pro- 
cure the whole sum of benefit which his class desire, he will of 
course carry away the largest portion possible of it. But wher 
two out of the three have cumbined, the concurrence of the 
third becomes 2 matter of no importance. His interest, there- 
fore, and the interest of his class, is completely disregarded. 
The two allies, who, as a majority, are in possession of the 
whole governing power, would be unfaithful deputies of their 
sespective e classes, were they to concede any thing in favour of 
a colleague whose consent cannot benefit them. 

wait “afford equal protection to the separate interests of all 
the classes in the society, is an object which the slightest in- 
spection must determme us to pronounce unattainable. For 
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the separate interest of every one class is incompatible with the 
separate iiterest of every other. Either the Assembly “has 4 
aajority of its members selected from some one particular class, 
or not. If the former, then the separate interest of the do- 
minant class is indeed sedulousiy watched, but that of all the 
classes in the minority is irrevocably excluded. It the ‘latier, 
then it is not the separate interest of any class whatever which 
is protected, but the common interest of those two or more 
classes whe combine to form a majority ; all those in, the mino- 
rity are disregarded as hefore. : | 


; 


The interest (by which is always meant the strongest inter- 
est of every individualiscompletely distinct from, and inconsistent 
with, the interest of every other. In order to reconcile it with 
that of any other individual, each must consent to a mutual re- 
duction, and the fraction which remains constitutes the joint 
interest of the two. If we would blend this joint interest with 
the interest of a third or a fourth, stilla deeper excision must be 
mutually applied, and the fraction which remains, forming. the 
joint interest.of the four, will be still more inconsiderable. As 
the number combined increases, the value of the common stake 
is proportionally pared away and lessened by the repeated pro- 
cesses of subtraction which it is necessary to perform. The 
minimum ts the universal interest --that which an individual has 
in common with the whole cr with a large majority of the na- 
tion. The Reviewer, therefore, is surely incorrect in deserib- 
ing the general interest as composed of different local and pro- 
fessional interests; for the very reverse is the fact—the general 
interest forming a minute component part of every local or pro- 
fessional interest. The joint stake varies in an inverse ratio 
with the number combined. But the Reviewer thoroughly. mis- 
couceives the real nature of this rule of variatiun, wheu he as- 
“serts, that in order to attain the general interest, it Is requisite 
to-club together the separate professional interests prevalent it 
the community. For it is obvious, from what has been remarked, 
that there can possibly exist but three species of interests in a 
nation, First, the interest ofany one nian; secondly, that inter- 
est so for pared down as to coincide witli the interest of a sual! 
number, whether consisting of one, two, or more classes; 
Mhirdly, the same interest still further amputated until it arrives 
atthe point ef unison with, that of the whole community, or of 
the major portion of it. Aodit is equally clear, that these 
three species mutually exclude each other, so that a governing 
body which would promote the universal interest, must inevita- 
bly discard all inclination to the separate interest of any class 
whatever. 


“Lhe Reviewer appears, in the second place, to have over- 
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looked the important fact, that the powers of government are 
vested in the majority of the assembly. Otherwise, it is scarcely 
possible to interpret his supposition, that the mere return of’ Re- 
presentatives (whatever propertion their number may form of 
the whole assembly) is sufficient to protect the interests of the 
returning class. The slightest examination must convince us, 
that the interests of no class wiaatever can be protected, except 
when they return a majority of the legislative body. If that 
1s not the case, then either a fraction of their imterests will be 
protected, by their combining to form a majority ; or else they will 
remain in a minority, and then every part of their interests. will 
be disregarded. | 
* The labyrinth of classification, in which he has involved 
himself, seems to have withdrawn his attention entirely from 
that tremendous elementary truth, which stands in the front of. 
his argument; ‘ To secure the subjects by laws against wrong 
from the government, is a problem of a far more difficult sort, 
which few nations bave attempted to solve ; and of which it is 
not so much as pretended, that, since the beginning of history, 
more than one or two great states have approached the solution.’ 
(P. 174.) Now the powers of government have been every 
wheré invariably lodged in the hands of the small nnmber. The 
declaration, therefore, of the Reviewer confirms the melan- 
choly, though undeniable fact, that in all countries, since the - 
beginning of history, the few have been led by their interest 
to perpetrate amazing wrong towards the great body of the 
people ; excepting one or two particular cases, in which. it has 


been pretended that they have not committed quite so much 
wrong.” 


The fallacies of these propositions having been shewn 
so distinctly, our author proceeds to combat the Whig 
objections to a thorough parliamentary reform. In every 
coyntry there are two classes, the many, and the few; 
—and in any scheme of representation, it is evident, 
either the many, or the few, will have the preponderance. 
In most countries the few fatten upon the many; and 
the object of all genuine reform, is to extricate the many 
from the oppression, and plunder of the few. The 
Edinburgh Reviewer founds most of his argumentsagainst 
effectual reform, upon the supposition that a representa- 
tion of the many, would entail a neglect of the interests 
of the few; but he entirely passes over the fact, that the 
‘dominion of the few has produced a contempt for the in- 
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terests of the many. Our author thus pursues this chain. 
of reasoning :~— 


“ {ft is absolutely necessary that the majority of the Leviste: — 
tive Assembly should be chosen either by the many or by the — 
few. Between these two paths our election must be made. 
Now, if the majority be chosen by the many, [ think it may be 
undeniably proved, that they will pursue the ‘aniversal interest, 
or that which the many have in common with the few, But if 
this majority be chosen by the few, their views will be radicall 
different, and they will promote solely that interest which the 
few have in common with ove another, 1 siail attempt to ~ 
elucidate my position fry a reference to particulars. 

Let the many consist of 4,000,000, and the few of 10,000, 
each of the latter being supposed to possess an annual income 
of from 45,0061. to 20,0001. ‘These heing the richest class, the 
remaining 4,000,000 will of course comprise every deuree of 
Nroperty from 5,0001. per annum down to the simailest quantity 
by which life can be maintained. Now, as the many are comst- 
dered as actass, they of course respect the personal and pro- 
prigtary rights of each other, just as the few do among them- 
selves—for without this mutual rewunciation it is idle, to ‘talk of 
the existence of a class and of a common interest, or to suppose 
| any number ot individuals in a state of combination. Of these’ 
4,600,000 it is probable that the 50,000 richest will possess as 
much property as the 10,000 tew. Wesee, however, that the 
3,950,000 find it their interest to leave this 50,000 in possession 
of all those rights which they are entitled to as members of the 
class, Why, then, should not the whole 4,000,000 treat the 
10,000 few in the same manner? ‘The temptation is not enly 
0 greater, but it is even les. No one, surely, will) contend 
that when the increase of capital and population shoul 
Naturally add 10,000 souls to the 4,000,000, and still farther 
enrich the wealthiest among them, the rest would suddeniy 
snatch from them the benefit of the class rights. 

“ But though the 10,000 few should respect the personal and 
Proprietary rights of each other, it is by to means tneir interest 
to extend the same regard to the 4,000,000. ‘The temptation 
to intringe them, if it ts 3 ia their power, is etormous and irresiSti-’ 
bie. Each of the few may expect to appropriate one-tér 
thousandth part of the property and services of the 4,000,000, 
"e long as there is any hope of realizing this flattering prospect, 

tis manifest that they will never exteud to the many "the bene- 
tof these class-rights which form their own boud of union. 

“ Wheuthe Reviewer affirms, that universe? suffrage wonhh', 
glace every other interest in society at the disposal of the mut- 

You. VI. No. 18 
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titude, the assertion is perfectly true, and means, when éx- 
tricated from the contemptuous associations with which his lan- 
guage lias environed it, that a Legislature, chosen by such « 
suffrage, would pursue that interest which all the members of 
the society have in common, and would disregard the separute 
interests of any small number, when the two might happen to 
clash: that it would, for example, abstain from bestowing any 
monopoly or exclusive privilege, which would enrich a few at 
the expense of the community.” 


The pretended danger to property, by the establish- 
ment of Universal Suffrage, is well refuted. The writer 
aptly remarks :— 


“It isthe few who dose, and the many who gain, by the strict 
maintenance of the proprictary code. “Fhe gain or loss, whieh 
acernes to an individual from the observance of that code, 
should not be measured by the positive quantity which it now 
allots to him, but by the greateror less quantity which he 
would possess, supposing there were no such code in existence, 
Take away all public protection of property, and the rich man 
immediately finds himself at the head of an association, whose 
interest leads them-to respect proprietary rules among them- 
selves, and to violate them with regard to every one else. There 
is no person, except himself, whom all the members would con- 
curin reverencing aS their chief: But the poor man, when the 
public safeguards of property are withdrawn, cannot. make it 
the interest of any body to maintain its laws towards him, He 
is perfectly isolated ana defenceless, and stands exposed to 
plunder and slavery, from the powerfu] associations.in his neigh- 
bourhood, Let no one iniagine thet, because he ts poor, he ts, 
therefore, an object not worth aiming at. His labour is the 
most valuable of properties, and he is incalculably the most 
profitable of all domestic instruments, Conformably to these 
principles, in every country where there is no law of property, 
the rich man is a despot, and the poor mana slave. In Eng- 
land, 500 or 600 years ago, the property of the feudal baron, 
was secure and terrible, while the poor villain had no pretec-. 
tion, even for ilfe. ! 

‘*T cannot help noticing, in this place, the extreme vague- 
ness and laxity with which the word property is frequently 
employed in political reasonings. La ordinary conversation, it 
may doubtless be convenient to speak of men of no property, 
and men of property; implying by the former those who lave 
little, and by the latter those who have much. But, in register- 
ing-our, political notions, we must make allowance for the lati- 
tude of these phrases. Property is a thing of which no one 
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can be entirely degtitute, for without it life could not be sup- 
ported. ‘The poorest labourer has a property in his food and 
clothes, his knife, his toals, and his temporary lodging. Were 
it not for the law, avy labourer stronger than he might bereave 
him of this littfe al. Every.man, therefore, is a proprietor, 
and bas an interest in maintaining the law of property, although 
anv smail nuraber of individuals may have a stronger interest In 
violating if.” “4 


The general prevalence of the principle of Universak 
Suffrage, in all the decisions of society is explaised with 
much ingenuity, and placed in a striking. and novel point 
of view. | 


“ Ifa stranger falls sick in a distant place, and is anxious to 
abtain the best medical advice, what course does he pursue in 
selecting a physician ? He inquires wiich among the resident 
profession has the greatest practice. ‘That is to say, he aske 
the name of the physician in whose favour the greatest number 
af independent judgments, each interested in. selecting’ well, 
converge. But tis is nothing more than a summary and 
abridged method of choosing a physician by universal suffrage 
and ballot, Yetit will be generally acknowledged, that a more 

litic or infaliible rule for deciding comparative merits could 
wot be adopted. Why then are we to be told that the same 
district which is so perfectly competent to elect its own lawyer 
or physician by universal suffrage and ballot, will not evince 
equal disgrimination in the choice of a member for the legisla- 
tive body? {Is there any difference between the two proceed- 
ines, which can watrant us in pronouncing the inhabitants ua- 
exceptionable arbiters in the oue, yet unfit and improper for the 
other? It wilf doubtless be contended that, the uninstructed 
portion of them accept the countenance and approval of their 
discerning superiors, as attesting the skill of the physician on 
whom they are bestowed : but it is impossible to assign even the 
shadow of a reason, why this guidance should not be equally 
field out and fottowed in the election: of a deputy. There is a 
similar interest in choosing well, a similar absence of interest 
un the contrary ; and where the parallel both in. point of mo- 
tive and cireumstances, is so precise, the laws of human. na- 
ture promise an exact analogy of conduct and result. 

[shall even advance a step farther, and affirm that univer- 
sal suffrage and ballot could not fail'to prove infinitely more 
wnevring and efficacious in the election of a legislative deputy, 
than in the choice of a lawyer or physician. In the latter case, 
each voter.is abandoned to his own unaided exertions, nor does. 
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any one take pains to enlightea or eet him right. No one ever 
aa aii ites iit unfolds to him the patients whom his physiciat 
has kitted, or the cases which bis lawyer has mismanaved. When 
the one or the other have once attained his confide: née, etiquette 
precludes alf endeavour on the part of “competitors to rob tem 
of tt, . Inattention or unskifalness im the professional man, 
may,. for a consi'erable period, remain concealed. Besides, a 
person is unwilling to depart froin 2 connection which he has 
once formed, when the change must be open and caurot far of 
vivihy offence ; aud he niay kemaéit for that reason, sll to esu- 
ploy cue whose compara tive inferiority he may long have de- 
tected, Now, in every one of these part i: polars, par lamentary 
elevhions weald preseul atnpne miatertils tos ‘acilitating aid 
rpuiding the choice of each mdividnul. £irst, the most complete 
iiformation would be communicated to every one regarding wr :2 
merits of the re pective candidates. Phe earellence or defect 
of their previous conduct will be universally made known ; itor 
willig be reqgurife tor the voter to incur the smallest effort 3 in 
pita urine the data for comparison, Clommittees organi zed ic i 
the Purpore, will make it their whole business tu impress thie 
subject pow iis anttek, by collecting the facts, and supertaddin: 
theic own comfaruts and intereaces. Secoudly, there will be bite 
taw of custoin of etiquette to secure the candidate, whev once 
elected, fromau inunediale repetition of contest and the hazard 
oi bis seat. Rivals will be upon the watch to remark anil take 
advuutage of avy urgles MoT uel; mgueac y> and to ditiuse an. 
suasnily in the eves of the electors, Thirty, from the public 
situation of thie aembers, and the additional : solicinide with 
which a reformed Levislature would provide for the promalys- 
tion of political acts, all Matiention of incompelency in the 
sieinber caunul fail to be discovered. Lastly, the very instant 
that the voter arrives at this discovery, all ; shadow of motive for 
ret. hung his former preference iunmedi tately expires. His Vole 
wiust 34 any Case retain uuaknown, and he may consequent ly priv A 
wistani Expre $3100 10 hus a'tered sentiments, Without the smatie: t 
4pprehension of Occasiomug open offence or pain ty ome wiilt 
whom he bas, been h abitually connected. 

* Bul letus iaquice what machinery those who allege the in:- 
competency of the popraiag voice, ior the selection of abie te 
presentatives, Wonid cheuselves introduce for the attainment 
of Superior excellence, They will, of course, withdraw Hie 
power of choice from the many, and appeal to the yudginent< 
ihe few, for there is tu third “ay ot pri oceeding. Ye will the y 
ludeed cumateneth that ihe most perfe ct method of procuring tlie. 
ablest physicians aud lawyers would be, io bestow on ceriv ita 
Earls and Dukes exclusive pateiits for aominating wedica! de- 
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legates in same places--to confer the appointment of others 
upon darrow seli-elected corporations, and to vest the remainder 
at. the medico-elecitve franchise 1m the hauds of other, small, 
sucieties, designated by any title which the few might esstime? 
Shall we hear it affirmed, that this variegated monopoly would 
more ctlectually ensure the acqu'sition of professional. sku, 
than the simple and uniform qualiication of uviversal suffrage 
aud ballot? : i CET ns 
 T have deemed it preterable, in my previous appeal te ana- 
togy, to elucidate my meaning more distinetly, by selecting the’ 
particular instances of two most eninent professions... But the 
real question, between the opponents and the advacates of a 
secret universal suffrage, involves in truth nothing more than a 
discussion of the comparative efficacy of patents aud monopoly 
on the one side, and of free competition on the otler. fs it 
requisite or adviseable that one or a few individuals should pos- 
ses the privilege of marking out the bakers, (atlors, weavers, 
&e. of the community? Or will the general denand be suf- 
Hictent to call forth numerous candidates in these different lines, 
ameng whom public opinion will infallibly select the best and 
the fittest? Usiversal suffrage and ballot, it should be remem- 
bered, are were expedients for collecting with precision the 
aggiegate ef public opmicn. Now the present tone of plilo- 
sophy will not permit any ove seriously to maintain, that pri- 
eieged tradesinen will, in any other capacity without exception, 
administer a> effectually to the public wants as a free compe- 
tition would provide. Accordmg to this doctrine, then, it 
appears, that whenever the performance of aty particular ser- 
vices is required, a number of volunteers immediately start 
forward to claim the post- -that among these candidates, uvt- 
versal suffrage and ballot always selects, with sufficient exact- 
ness, the most competent, giving the greatest number of votes 
to the best of ail, and s0 downwards according to their com- 
parative merij{s—that the preference of the generality of voters 
is constantly built upen the fitness of the candidate for the 
discharge af his office, and not upon any irrelevant or delusive 
considerations—-that as soon as any one ceases to discharge his 
Junctions ¢orrectly, the electors depose bim and choose another 
in his place —that the knowledge of this yigilant superinten- 
dance renders each functionary assiduous in performing his ser- 
vices as well and as cheaply as possible. Such are or must be 
the positions of those who advocate the cause of free trade. 
But ff, in all other cases without exception, universal suffrage 
ind bajlot are such perfect and unerring expedients of choice, 
‘avartably promating to every other office the best and wiost 
skilful “firsctionerc, where is our authority for suppésing, thet 
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this precision and excellence will suddenly fail when it is ve. 
quired for the election of legislative members ‘ 3 

“ The evidence of analogy is most direct and ample, and he 
who would maintain that one or a few patent electors would 
nomitiate Legislators of greater fitness and ability than universal 
suffrage and the ballot, can employ no arguments, exeept such 
us apply with equal justice to the case of lawyers or physicians, 
or any other functionaries whatever. In all these cases his rea- 
soning would be annihilated by the largest experience, and by 
generally received principles, and we cannot, therefore, admit 
its validity or follow its counsel in a aew instance where ne 
tenable ground of distinction can be shown. When, therefore, 
it is alledved, that an universal secret suffrage would introduce 
into the Legislative Body “ no talents, no attainments, except 
* sueh as recommend mento the favour of the multitude;” 
I reply, that the encouragement ef the public is uriformly 
awarded to those qualities which best adapt any fanctionary te 
the service which the pablic interest requires of him. 

“ When we employ the terms public interest, public opinion, 
we can refer to Dothing else but the majority. Now, Universal 
Suffrage and Ballot are mere proposals for summing up in full, 
without the possibility of omissions or errata, the aggregate 
opinions of the whole community. They are the machinery 
for securing «precise and authentic printed record of shiose 
sentiments, which must otherwise be gathered from a manv- 
acript version, always scattered and incomplete, sometimes 
whorly illegible. They furnish a perfect enumeration of the 
affirmative and negative voices, and consequently leave no 
aloubt as to the ultimate result: Without their aid, the verdict 
is frequently equivocal, and public opinion is confidently ap- 
peated to by two opposing parties. ‘They are plans which ob, 
trude upon every one the necessity of a decision, thus providing 
the most extensive demand foy skilful and correet guides, and 
ensuring a diffusion of all the preparatory documents, through 
the intexest of those who are to benefit by a just verdict: Ip 
ajl these respects they are inerely solemn methods of drawing 
forth, interpreting, and concentrating, the dispersed voices of 
the community. But js it not strangely inconsistent to exto! 
the opinion of the majarity, when collected ander every pos- 
sible disadvantage and defect—and to decry and ridicule it, 
when trapseribed in full, whem accurately compwed, and de- 
manded-and delivered with such a degree of solemnity as to 
ensure the most mature deliberation of which each individual 
is capable? Shall we hear if maintained, that the desultory 
buz ef public opinion, the isregular show of hands, ‘will be in 

favour of truth and reason -and that when a day is named, 
and the solitary, forewarned, and considerate iudgment ¢f 
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each individual is computed at a poll, ‘this decision will be re- 
versed ? 

“ Listen to a reasoner, who is vindicating the importance of 
an open court of justice, You will hear him ibsisting that an 
‘impartial decision is best secured by multiplying the nuniber of 
judgments to which it is submitted —that, by thus augmenting 
the number of the judges, the universai milerest, and not.the 
separate interest cf « few, will dictate the verdict—that this step 
will likewise ensure the overtirow of all those idolg specus, 
which one or a few may worship, inaamaljcss as these separaly 
prejudices will mutually neutralise each other. “ Truth,” says 
Huuie, “ is one, but errors are numberless, abd each mau has a, 
cifferent one.” Every increase, therefore, in the body consulted 
affords an additional prospect uf victory to the ‘truth. But ail 
‘these arguments ‘conduct us directly to an duiversal suffrage. 
Or, is there a point beyond which it is impolitic to multiply the 
jurors? Can any boundary be shown, beyond which the mind 
of man loses its power of contributing to ‘the chance of a trae 
Conclusion, and becomes a negative quantity, ready to enlist, at 
all times, wedies the banners of ‘error? If there really exists 
any such boundary, it is. of the highest importance ‘to ascertain 
and define it minutely ; and those who may affirm it ought not 
to repose until they lave fulfilled this task. If there be no 
such boundary, then those who eulogise public opinion as a 
valuable corrective, cannot, with any consistency, majntain that 
‘universal suffrage and ballot are vicious instruments of ‘choice 
and decision. Is public opinion sutticiently etlightened ‘to re- 
view Ure judicial proceedings, and to bridle ‘the partiality of the 
judge, by the auerring sagacity with which it detects and stig- 
nyatises every unjust ‘determination? Then it is perfectly un- 
questivnahle, that an annual vole of censure and approbation 
on his conduct, by universal suffrage and ballot, would prove 
a still more solemn and efficacious coercive. 

“The motives to choice in the public are likewise their com- 
mon interests, or the desire of securing the greatest possible 
happiness to each individual of the state. Consequently, the 
Legislator whom they appoint, dares not deviate from that di- 
rection; and the fear of losing his seat continually spurs him on 
to the warmest efforts of which he is capable, Expertence 
emtirms ‘these principles by the amplest_ citation of particulars. 
We continually observe an exact allention to the requisite qua- 
lites, and an unexceptionable allotment of favour and patren- 
ave, where tree competition is adovitted, which ensures the 
most excellent and assiduous functionaries for ull that }mmense 
Varieiy of services which the public wants require. To all this 
irresistible mass of analogical proof, it may hkewise be added, 
that peculiar circumstances would, in the present case, stimu- 
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tate, enlighten, and facilitate, the judgment of the choosers te 
auch an extent, as to impart to the public voice an accuracy 
and discrimination far exceeding that which it generally attaing, 
Nothing, therefore, can be more satisfactory, than the security 
afforded by universal suffrage avd ballot er by public opinion, 
which is their abridged copy, fer the nomination of assiduous 
and skilful Legislators.” 

Taken as a who'c, we have no hesitation in pronoun- 
cing that this pamphlet is the most complete summary 
and defence of the principles of the reformers, that has 
fallen into our hands, in so short a compass: anda de- 
cided refutation of the sophistries which have been 
palmed upon the public in the Edinburgh Review. 
There is but one position laid down from which we dis- 
sent; and, in this case, the whole argument of the writer 
runs counter to this objectionable point. It is an admis- 
sion, that providing the representation were taken from 
so large a proportion of the public, as to echo the public 
sentiments, it would not be necessary that the whole 
public should be called upon in the capacity of electors ; 
or, in other words, that something short of universal suf- 
frage would suffice for universal freedom! The first 
enquiry here, is, what portion of the public is to be 
struck off the rolls of electors? Who is to draw the line 
through society, which is to separate the aan from the 
slave? Who is to be called upon to surrender his rights 
into the hands of another, who may, or who may not 
respect them? Universal suffrage, in the sense usually 
understood, comprising all males of adult age, of sane 
mind, and who have not disqualitied themselves by the 
commission of crime, cannot be safely abandoned. To 
exclude any portion of the public voice, is to render that 
voice imperfect ; and ineffectual, as far as it is imperfect. 
The fate of Mr. Lambton’s motion sufficiently shews that 
the honourable house is not dispesed to mect even an 
abandonment of principle—why then should principle be 
abandoned ? The results fairly and fully established by 
this author, are—first, that a disinterested ministry is an 
impossibility :—secondly, that public opmion is only a 
farcical check upon the principles of misrule:—and 
thirdly, that a class representation involves equal mis- 
chief and absurdity ; while the pursuit. ef the common 
INTEREST ALON} offers a safe ane salistactory pledrte fo, 
the maintenance of order. and good government 
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ITE BLACKNEB, No. LXIV. 
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tt My Masters of Misrule! I have a crow to pluck with you." 
Ov Piat. 


416. 1, Libel Law as it stands, or rather as it floats;is incom- 
patible with English liberties. 2. To destroy them utterly, and 
reduce the government to a despotism, it requires uothing but 
{o be consistently and completely executed. 3. In this state 
it must remain, until either the constitution is so destroyed, or, 
by authority of the legislature, certain arrangements are made, 
- the basis of which will be a definition, in form, of the thiu 
called a libel, or something that shall be equivalént to it.“ 4. In 
a fixation of this sort, though there is some difficulty, there is 
no natural impossibility. 5. It is from the hand of Parlia- 
ment alone, that this crying evil can receive a radical cure. 6. 
But in the intelligence and fortitude of a Jury, it may in each 
mstance receive a momentary palliative. 7. Things being on 
this footing, in the case of a political libel, and—(to fix con- 
ception—) in the case of the libel for which Mr. Cobbett was 
convicted, and Mr. Justice Johnson suffered, had 1 been upon 
the jury, [ should not lave regarded it as consistent with my 
oath and duty to Join in a verdict of Guilty. 8. Applying to 
this use the power which, under the law of primeval barbarism, 
any one determined juryman has of subduing the eleven others, 
I should have taken care that no such verdict should be found. 
9. By a few successive exertions of such fortitude, not only mo- 
mentary and partial relief against particular oppression would 
be afforded in each particular imstance,—10. But by a gentle 
and constitutional pressure, measures of complete aud perma- 
nent relief might, as from the unjust judge in the parable, be 
extorted from the Legislature.—Jeremy Bentham. The £le- 


ments of the Art of Packing, as applied to Special Juries, &c. 
1821. | 


417. It is a wonder to see how lightly men prize this inva- 
luable jewel of Liberty, which has cost the Commonwealth so 
much blood and treasure,—trampling the precious pearl uuder 
their feet, like swine; so that the Parliament meet now with as 


many ditlculties to presetve, us ever they had to purchase it. 
Von. VI, No, 18. 
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For this there are two special reasons, which may be collected 
out of the Florentine’s (Machiavelli's) subtle discourses upon 
Livy; who compares such as have been educated under a mo- 
narchy or tyranny, to those beasis that have been caged oi 
cooped up all their lives in a den, where they seem to live in as 
much pleasure, as other beasts do abroad,—and if they be let 
loose, yet they will return in again, because they know not how 
to value or use their liberty. So strong an impression 1s made 
likewise by education and custom from the cradle, even upon 
men that are endued with reasonable souls, that they choose to 
live in those places and customs of government under which they 
have been bred, rather than submit to betler which might make 
more for their content and advantage. Hence it is, that those 
poor slaves under the Turk, Persian, Tartar, Muscovite, Rus- 
sian, French, and Spaniard, with other eastern, northern, and 
western tyrants, are so enamonred of their chains, that the 
admire their own condition above all others, and (like the In- 
dians) adore the devil which torments them, because they are 
ignorant of a better deity to protect them.— Marchamont Ned, 
ham. The Case of the Commonwealth of England stated, &c. 
1050. 





418. I think it but justice to the goodness of God to afiirm, 
that belief or disbelief can neither be a virtue ora crime, in any 
one who uses the best means in his power of being informed. If 
a proposition be evident, we cannot avoid believing it; and 
where is the merit or piety of a necessary assent’ [f it be not 
evident, we cannot help rejecting it or doubting of it; and 
where is the crime of not performing impossibilities, or not be- 
lieving what does not appear to us to be true? Are men who 
have good eyes the more righteous for seeing? Or do they of- 
fend in seeing too well? Or do blind men sin in not distinguish- 
ing colours? When we clearly see the connexion of a propo- 
sition, or know that we have God’s word for it, our assent is in- 
evitable: butif we neither comprehend it ourselyes, nor see 
Ged’s authority fcr it, and yet swallow it,—this is credulity, and 
not divine faith—which cau have nothing less than divine truth 
for its object. When we are sure that God Almighty speaks te 
us, we readily believe him—who cannot lie, nor be mistaken, 
nor deceive us: but when men speak—though from God hun. 
self—our belief in them is but human confidence, if we have only 
their own authority that they had it from God ; their being 
bishops, their being learned, their meeting together in synods,— 
all this alters not the case; we can judge of their opimions ne 
atherwise than as of the opinions of men, aud of their decision 
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but as of human decisions.x— Thomas Gorden. The Indegen- 
dent Whig, 1720. 








419. They never fail who die 
In a gret cause: the block may soak their gore ; 
Their heads may sodden in the sun; their limbs 
Be strung to city gates and castle walls ;— 

But still their spirit walks abroad, Though years 
Elapse, and others share as dark a doom, 
They but augment the deep and sweeping thoughts 
Which o’erpower ail others, and conduct 
The world at last to freedom. What were we 
If Brutus had not lived? He died in giving 
Rome liberty, but left a deathless lesson— 
A name which is a virtue—and a soul 
Which multiplies itself throughout all tune, 
When wicked men wax mighty, and a state 
Turns servile. 
Lord Byron, Marino Faliero, Doge of Venicc,a Tragedy, 
Leal. 





420. The first quarrel and murder that ever was committed 
in the world, was upon a fanatic emulation in religion, when 
Cain killed the fourth part of all mankind—his brother Abel, 
merely out of zeal, for seeing the truth of his brother’s religious 
worship preferred before his own,—though God himself were 
judge ; and ever since that time, much about the same propor- 
tion of all mankind has constantly been destroyed by the rest, 
upon the very same account.—Samuel Buller. Thoughts upon 
Furious Subjects, 1060, 





421. Fram moral virtue let us pass on to matter of power 
and commandment, and consider whether in right reason there 
be any comparable with that wherewith KNOWLEDGE hivest- 
eth and crowneth man’s nature. We: see the dignity of the 
commandment is according to the dignity of the commanded : 
to have command ment over beasts, as herdsmen have, is a thiug 
contemptible ; to have commandment over children, as school- 
masters have, is a matter of small honor; to have commandment 
over galley-slaves, is a disparagement rather than an honor ; 
neither is the commandment of tyrants much better over people 
Which have put off the generosity of their minds; and therefore 
twas ever holden, that honois in free monarchies and com- 
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monwealths, had «a sweetness more than in tyrannies, because 
the commandment exteadeth more over the wills of men, and 
fot only over their deeds aud services; and therefore when Vir- 
gil putteth himself forth to attribute to Augustus Caesar the best 
of human honors, he doth it in these words,— 


Victor que volentes 
Per popuios dat Jura, Viamque aftectat Olympa. 


But yet the commandment of knowledge is yet higher than the 
commandment over the will ; for it is a commandment over the 
reason, belief, dnd understanding of man, which is the highest 
part of the mind, and giveth law to the will itself: for there is 
ho power oi earth which setteth up a throne or chair of state 
in the spirits and souls of men, and in their cogitations, imagi- 
nations, opinions, and beliets, but knowledge and_Tearning. 
And therefore we sce fhe delectable and extreme pleasure that 
arch-heretics, aiid false prophets, and impostors, are transport- 
ed with, when they once find in themselves that they have a 
superiority in the faith and conscience of men; so great, as, if 
they had once tasted of it, it is seldom seen that any torture or 
persecution can make them relinquish or abandon it- But as 
this is that which the author of the Kevelation calteth the deptk 
or profoundness of Satan, so by argument of contraries, the 
just aod lawful sovereignty over men’s understanding, by force 
of truth nightly interpreted, is that which approacheth nearest 
to the Divine rule-— Francis Bacon, Lord Verulam. Of the 
Advancement of Learning, 1605. 


we ee 


422. Thomas Long gave the Mayor of Westbury four 
pounds to be elected burgess, who thereupon was elected. 
‘This matter was examined by, and adjudged in the House of 
Commons, secundum legem et consuetudinem parliamenti, and 
the Mayor fiued end imprisoned, and Long removed ; for this 
corrupt dealing wus to poison the very fountain itself.—Sir 


Edward Coke. Institutes of the Laws of England, 1628. 


423. Ehave searched the scriptures; I have studied tradi- 
dition ; I have read ecclesiastical history; and the result of my 
search, my study, and my reading, has been that REASON— 
REASON ONLY—is the ultimate and only sure motive of cre- 
dibility,—the only solid pillar of faith,-Dr. Alexande* 
Geddes,— Critical Remarks, 1800, 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





From the Biack Dwarf, to Sir John Sewell !—Some- 
body, or something, officiating as the Nob of the Con- 
stitutional Conspiracy against the Press! on the 


INDICTMENT OF THE BLACK DWARF FGR LIBEL ! 
Bin JOUN, 

As [ know not what you are, or who you 
are, nor deem it worth the trouble to enquire, you will 
excuse any want of etiquette in this address; which is 
merely to inform you, that if | hold one two-legged ani- 
ma] cheaper than another, it is the despicable pretender 
to virtues that it has not ; and the cowardly calumniator 
that dares not look those in the face, whom it would stab 
in the back! You, Sir John, are represented to have 
taken the Chair at the meeting which instituted the So- 
ciety of Conspirators aguiust the Press ! and as I con- 
sider the man capable of presiding on such an occasion, 
fit for any purpose which the present administration 
might require at his hands, you will not be surprized, 
that I hold your pretensions to political virtue as almost 
equalling those of that meral and respectable man, Ais- 
ter Oliver! Nay, Sir, perhaps your new Board of Po- 
litical Inquisition may have been instituted to supply the 
vacuum occasioned by the explosion of the spy system ; 
as a more sale, though not mure honest attempt, to prop 
up the rotten cause of existing abuses. Now, Sir John, 
are your services in this cause entirely gratuitous? Is it 
the mere dove of country, and religion. which induces 
you to lend your useless name, «nd still more useless 
knighthood, ito the corruptions cf the day? Or are you 
only discharging the duly, for which you have been 
already pad, by a knightheod, and a pension? 
Crawl out of your den, Sir John,’ and let us 
iook at you? Ask Dr. Slop and Rasa Matilda to 
introduce you to tie public? Do favour us with the 
extent of your preleusions lo exclusive loyally :—and 
ihe secret of your being followed by such a host of sil 
dupes, as appear in the list of subser ibers to your delec- 
table avocation of Airing loyalty by the paragragh! 
What stimulated you at first to play. the part of first 
blockhead, to this array of gudzeons! How came you, 
above all other men. te be selected as first fiddle in the 
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discordant chorue ef mock-loyalty? What made you 
bear-leader to a string of unlicked cubs? What dubbed 
you the Sir Hudibras of such a motley group! Does 
our portion of loyalty amount to the worth of a single 
rass farthing? If it does, it isa matter of suspicion 
how you came by it; and in point of justice, you ought 
to be called upon for a strict account ! 

If it were possible to allow you six grains of wheat in 
the bushel of chaff of which your head seems composed, 
—allowing that your eyes enable you to find your way 
to the Treasury, for the quarterly payments of» your 
pension—that you have feeling enough to distmguish 
between gold and paper—and that your head serves you 
to hang your hat upon, in the public streets—how, in the 
name of all the gods at onee, came you to set yourself up 
for a judge of loyalty! To what political tailor did you 
serve your time, that such a preposterous idea should 
ever enter your skull, as to imagine yourself fit t6 
measure out either faw, or politics, or religion? Ta 
find a monkey endeavouring to hatch a rook’s eggs, 
would not surprise Me more, than it did to hear “ a fel- 
*¢ Jow of no mark or likelihood, ’—a “ thing of the shreds 
“© and patches of humanity,” set up his ¢handler’s shop of 
paltry, pensioned polities, and propose to make it a 
penalty for the country to deaj elsewhere ! 

I thought, at first Sir John, that you were one of those 
pocket knights, who are kept by prime ministers for sueh 
important occasions, as_ presiding over meetings, where 
there js nothing te do,—or of playing such parts in the 
political drayaa, where a well-curled wig, and a gold- 
ireaded cane, are the greatest distinctions of character, | 
thought the “ Constitutional Association” was one of the 
ordinary bubbles, blown up by the fears of the ministry ; 
and that you were the straw through which the bubble 
was to be blown. {| had no conception cf your being a 
real man—I beg your pardon—a real knight- -but 
deemed you a political whisp of hay, which the minister 
had pinched up into the shape of a knight !—and 

Clapped a sword on, covk'd its hat, 
Aud call'd the thing aman! 

Or to vary the simile, [ thought you one of the trum- 
pets upon which Fame plays the most discordantly; but 
that the blast might be endured for the moment, however 
noisome, as it would seon be over; and I expected the 
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funeral would follow the birth, of the society, as natu 
rally, as it was clear the birth was a putrid abortion, and 
would puison the air, if it were not speedily interved. Its 
origin Was in pure folly :—and its own friends should 
have knocked it on the ‘head, if not to save. a reputation 
which, not having, it could not dose, at least to prevent 
its playing any of those tricks that might render it asexee 

erable as: it was ridiculous :—and it was met with a Jiltle 
contempt, I heard you were actually leading your bears 
about the streets and inducing them to put their noses 
into places where they are likely to be soundly tweaked 

In your usurpation of the worst part of the duty of 
the King’ s devil, you have brought several actions against 
various publishers, upon which I shall now make no come 
ment; because | am unaware ef the nature of the cha 
and because some of them are quite able to. defend them- 
selves against your nibbling; but amongst others, your 
ban-dogs, or yeurself have deemed me vulnerable to your 
attacks! You have dared to prefer a bill of indictment 
against me for libel, hecause I despise your cant, and 
Jaugh at your loy alty | ! Now, Sir, the parties with whom 
i have been at war, on this subject, are men with whom 
the contest wore the semblance ef reality. The crown 
dJawyers are certainly no contemptible enemies ; and when 
they threaten, there is same reason for standing on one’s 
guard, But have you the consummate vanity to sup- 
pose, that what is regularly placed under their examina-~ 
tion, and which is written with the knéwledge that it 
will undergo their elaborate criticism, has any thing to 
fear from the flimsy revisal of any thing connected with 
your Punch and Judy exhibition ef exclusive loyalty ? 
Do, for decency’s sake, give seme strolling fortune teller 
a piece of silver, to inform you who you are—to give 
you one lesson on the real extent of your abilities—to 
cure you of the folly of playing on a stage where you 
can only excite the sneer af unmixed contempt, at the 
pompous inanity you display. The ass in-the lion’s skin 
had reason-on his side, in his attempt to impose upon the 
forest, in comparison with yours. He had. the sem- 
blance of the lion on his back—while you ———~ but it 
's almost unmanly lo crush the reptile that only attempts 
to bite! 

The worst part of yeur pretended loyal association, is 
us evident hypocrisy. You -know that your society is 
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founded on pretensions that are destitute ef all reality, 
You know the religion, the mor alily, and the loyalty of 
the countr Y> stand: not in need of your assistance ; ~and 
you know this, upon the strongest of ‘all possible grounds, 
hecause, you know if your assistance Was needed..in 
any cause, which was attended with either difficulty, or 
Tanger, you would run any where, and creep under any 
shelter. No hide yourself. Ttis the stronyest mark of 
cowardice, that can be given .o bluster w shen there. is 
nO danger. When the Ass proposes to fight, we may be 
quite sure the wolf is not near !—and if the well-being 
of the state had needed your hands, your heels would 
have been likely to be their substitule. [twas nota very 
remarkable proof of your modesty, to throw down the 
guantlet to the Attorney General, and teil him that he 
was negligent of his duty, and that, you were about fo, 
supply his deficiency. He would laugh, or rather snes, 
(as he seldom laughs.) at your impotent fnsolence to- 
wards himself; avd by implication towards his inasters ! 
—He probably thinks it, as wise a procedure, as if the 
monkey should offer his services to the shepherd, while 
the mastiff slept ! ee 
It would be a curious estimate of the e2z/ue of your 
services, to furnish a list of the advantages, which yeu, 
and your host, derive from the abuses yon affect to pa- 
tronize. IT much question whether your subscriptions 
amount to one farthing in the pound, of the preme cost 
of your foyalty to the country, Ciub you all: fairly 
together, and I feel confident this would be the result, 
The Times, I think announced that you were on the 
public pauper list, at a thousand a year! Wow many 
vears have you pocketed this sum?) And what services 
have you ever done for it? Suppose, Sir John, you had 
been born a Mussulman, would you not have been as 
ardent a defender of Turkish hberty, Turkish policy, 
Turkish religion, and Turkish morality, at the same 
price! Would you not then have instituted a society fo 
defend the right of every man to as many wives 4s lie 
could keep—to oppose all attempts to introduce reason 
into the Grand Seigniors domiuians, as a mest damnable 
heresy, and dangerous innovation? Itmight have been 
coms priy ation ip have held wine in aounie ation , but 
there are coed Mussulmen, who please heaven by de- 
-yying wine m publig, and themaclves hy drinking it in 
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orivate! The recipe, and the price of opinion, is well 
kaown :-— we 
What makes all dark opinions clear, 
Abuut three hundred pounds a year? 
That false, which was prov'd true before, . 
Why just—about—three huodred more! 


These figures relate to the olden time ; but the worth 
in modern paper currency is easily calculated ; and 
things that understand nothing besides, easily, under- 
stand the language current at the mart of interest! 

Your association is a general libel upon the nation at 
large—a scandalous libel upon all the public authorities, 
in church and state-—and a malicious attack upon all who 
will not worship the figures of your idolatry. Your 
proposal to hire mercenary writers, is sufficient to shew 
the power with which you set out :—while the mode iu 
which you attempt to carry your intentions into effect, 
betrays the nature of your tuling motives. You have. 
raised a sum, it is said, of favo thousand pounds! and 
with this it is possible you may ruin some half dozen of 
tradesmen, who have not the means of contending 
against your conspiracy ; or whom you may entrap into 
the hands of your packed loyal Juries. You may hire 
lawyers to do this ;—-but until the legislature shall abso- 
lutely and despotically prohibit all political discussion, 
you cannot siop the progress, or prevent the publication 
ofany POLITICAL TRUTH, Which, because it strikes at 
your interest, you may think proper to call sedition. 
The public mind has become too enlightened, to render 
it necessary to run into the jaws of perverted law, to be 
understood. The points at issue between the ‘public 
and the friends of misrule, are clearly defined. Writers 
are not now likely to be lost in the sopAtstries, or the 
abuse, of faction. The age has improved so wonder-. 
tully, that an apprentice-boy would be ashamed of know -. 
ing so little of the science of politics, as your AnigAthood : 
You may therefore guess what. you are likely to effect, 
by your silly crusade. Had you the courage of Don 
(Quixote, and dare venture to attack even a barber’s, 
bason, you must not expect to be able to carry off the 
prize. You are not merely inadequate to what you 
profess ;. but you cannot disguise your inadequacy. At 
the best, you are a ministertad rattle fit only to be, 
sprung ia the ears of children at a political fair! But, 
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we must not measure your wish to do mischief by your 
power. The wasp is as malicious as the adder; and as 
you have attempted to sting, you must not be deprived 
of the praise you merit. 

J should much like to know, the passage in my writ- 
ings, that you have sejected as dibellous! My creed is 
sufficiently known, and as openly expressed :—and if [ 
am any judge of the nature of the laws: under which | 
have the good or ill+fortune to exist, | am: ineapable of 
transgressing the law, in its true spirit, and fair signifi- 
cation. | have been now some years among the fore- 
most, tn the attack of the abuses of the system. Unused 
io the manner in which that attack was conducted, its 
Minions at first winced a little; and the heavy mace of 
authority was idly aimed at me, during the earlier period 
of my career. An Attorney General dared to call me 
libeller; but a jury of my country recorded him a 
slanderer ! by negativing his charge! On another ac-: 
cusation of libel, a jury offered to return-a:-verdict of 
guilty, but accompanied’ it with a declaration, that the 
contents of the libel were True! Since that period, 
though writing incessantly, and with but little time for 
weighing periods, or adjusting sentences, not even the 
enmity of the administration, which I am proud to wear, 
lias been ableto detect an unconstitutional proposition ; or 
an argument pressed’ beyond the bounds of a propriety 
which they have not chosen to dispute. Surely then, Sir,. 
John, you ought to consider me as a strict constitutional 
writer? if the opmion of your patrons be worth your 
consideration! And yet you must busy yourself with 
endeavouring to poach for diel on my domains! Look 
for thine own wits, good knight, and give them to some: 
éne to keep for thee in safe custody ; for, truth to say, 
they are in perilous hazard in thine own hands! I take 
it for granted, that thou wert the agent of this business ; 
because, though thou canst not exactly be called the 
head: of any thing, (as a head means in general:some- 
thine more than a globular lump,) thou art the adver- 
tising quack of thy association; and as thy lawyers must: 
receive an impulse for their movements—which even 
thou mayest supply, since it is only to hand over. a part 
of the subscription, and the machinery begins to meve.. 
it is therefore to thee, good knight, (forthou mayest. be- 
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a good Anight in these degenerate:days, without «an 
compliment tothy manhood, ) that I feel indebted’for the: 
bill of indictment, which the Grand Jury have thought 
proper to throw out! Now, Sir Knight! art thou aware 
of the relative condition m ‘which we stand? Through. 
thy meas, or the means of the-money, which thy name 
has been the bait of collecting from our loyal ninnies, & 
have been presented, 1 suppose in due legal cant, .as.‘“* a 
‘¢ seditious, malicioas, and evil disposed person ;”: and as 
having published “\a scandalous, wicked, seditious, and 
‘ malicious libel,” on something very excellent in church 
or state. Now hadst thou made this averment in my 
presence, I had called thee an unblushing propagator of 
a direct and infamous falsehood ; and in the height of my. 
indignation, | had peradventure made so free, as to pull 
thy knightly nose, or make a rude application of my feet, 
unto thy knightly posteriors! at the risk of setting both 
thee, and the table in a roar! Nor, as far as the disgrace 
of the matter goes, art thou at all bettered, because the 
Grand Jury have written. falsehood on the brow of the. 
presenter of the lying indictment; akthough thy nose is 
unpulled, and thy posteriors have escaped their appro= 
priate recompense. 

- 'Fhou must not console thyself, with the reflection. that 
thy bill having been returned “ zgnoramus,” thou wilt 
be considered solely as its father, and but an elder igno- 
ramus of the two ; for there is besides.the essence of, the. 
epithets which are to be appended to thy portion of the 
credit. If the matter in. question were not “ sedtious, 
malicious and seandalous:” the parties who have so 
described it, not being able to pretend any personal 
cause of complaint against me, must take these epithets 
to themselves; and what belongs, Sir Knight to thee,, 
thou. wilt be good enough to pick up, and put safely 
in’ thy’ pocket! ‘Keep it :as the apple of thine eye, 
in preof of thy patriotism ; -and when thy children are. 
perusing the records of the. “ constitutional asseciation,” 
and ask thee what. thou hast done; say, ““E.did all, E 
“* could !—TI called the Black Dwarf, a seditious, mali- 
“ cious, and scandalous libeller—and the Grand Jury, 
*“ said it was untrue!’ Well! God help thee, and: thine, to 
more wit! And yet that might be a dangerous prayer—for to 
put a knife into a. simpletons hand, would only be to tempt 
him to cut himself. So hie thee to bed —get some friendly old 
woman to tuck thee up in far ' aad comfort thy poor soul 
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with treacle posset. Dismiss thy madness as quickly as thaw 
canst; and if amy one should remins 4 thee of thy “ constity- 
* tional exploits,” thou canst ieply, ° aye, aye, that was when 
‘EF was insane!’ | fear much thy 1 intellecis will never brighten 
sufficiently to pronounce thee perfectly recovereti; but, if thou 
wilt learn to told thy tongue, sign nothing but the receipt tor 
thy pension, if thou hast one, and sit in no chair but at thine 
own fire, thou mayest escape strait-waistcoats, and iron chains | 
I give thee ihis advice in pure eharity ; for as thou iast been all 
the better part of thy life as silent on publie politics as Ba- 
laam’s brute, f would impute to thy malady a departure from 
thy ouly policy, which is selence : / Should there any vacancy 
occur, in the superinteadence of the city dustmen, oF in any 
place, where thy capacity may enable thee to be only 
ordinarily deficient, theu mayest “command my interest ; but 
leave, I beseech thee, religion to the bench of Bishops ;— 
morality to Dr, Howley ;—law to the Crown Lawyers; ~and 
blasphemy ta the Society fer the propagation of vice! I thou 
Must be laushed at, hire some one to tough at thee at home. 
Return the money to the subscribers, and tell thenvit would be 
wtter expended in alleviating misery, than in adding to the 
ymass; or idime tie poc kets ot lawyers whose hoards are 


already suticient. Fare thee well, goed Kouight.. J am not ja. 
the humonr ef writing libels to please thee—ihs ough i care not. 


What trudé diapleases thee. 1 shall still go on, to contend 
for a fair and full representation of the people : aithougte 
suck a result might lessen thy reputed pension one half, 
or even abolish it altogether. [shall still contend that 
the House of Commons: ought to represent all the Conr- 
Mons of the realm, xp stil point) out in what it falls 
short of its object. | shall still deseribe the pubhe ex- 
peaditure, 2s enormously beyond all just relation to the means 
of the people; and that this profligate expenditure will never 
be checked by a ministerial majority. Fare thee well, good 
knight? Do endeavour wo compose thyself, and do net took se 
very, very wid! What, if | shenid eventually escape thee ! 
Vhere are others thou mavest pick up; and what difference can 
it make to thee, and thy good!ly associates, what man’s boues 
they chance to pick! In the Clty of London there is some 
chance of fair-play ; bat pass through Temple Bar: and there 
may be yet hopes of pliant Juries, and agreeable verdicts. 


Shouldst thou find no food fit for thine appetite, it wil! be bet- 
ter for thy soul; andif thou si nouldst gorze upon tibellers to 


satiety, --if thou couldst hang as m any as the Bank has hanged, 

thou wilt be none the more respected for the vaunted Loyalty df 

thy suspicious preteasions i remain, neither thy friend, 
"Nor well-wisber, PHE BLACK DWAKEP, 


th 
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‘LETTERS TO THE BLACK DWARF.” 


BPFECTUAL WAY OF REPEALING THE TAXES! Witte 


OTHER USEFUL MEMORANDA!? 
SIR, 


It is quite evident the ministers either cannot, or will 
not, do any thing to relieve the country: —and it is therefore 
high time for the people to endeavour to relieve themselves, as 
far as may be, without running the risk of imprisonment, trans- 
portation, hanging, drawing, or quartering. With thisview, as 
it is not yet made a penal offence, to consume a certain quan- 
tity of exciseable articles, we beg to hand you a schedule (we 
must use official terms, of an expenditure of 1301. for one year 
in London; shewing the amount of taxed articles, and. the 
taxes on those articles ; and shewing also the saving which ever 


housekeeper might make, by a sacrifice se slight as hardly to be 
deemed a self-denial. 


We enjoy mightily the financial embarrassments of the minis- 
try. Wecould almost live on the merriment, which the pitiful 
pleas of poor, Van, in defence of his taxes, afford us. His con- 
trasted boasts of returning prosperity, and his whinings when 
asked to abate a farthing of his charges, are too much for our 
gravity. The stickling about the malt and horse-tax shews how 
hard our good rulers are driven for resources; and you will 
scarcely believe it, but they have already begun to economize 
in the excise department, by lessening the allowance of pens 
and ank to the excise men! And perhaps before Jong, that 
part of the public liable to the jleasant visit of these agreeable 
gentlemen, will be directed, by act of parliament, to furnish 
them with these implements: and the rest of the people may 
be, by the authority aforesaid, directed to forge their own 
fetters, and find themselves halters and gibbets, in case of ¢ou- 
tumacy! Since saving is the order of the day, let every reformer 
see what he can save; and calculating upon the ministers little 


practice in that way, we think the reformers may save the most 
in the course of the year. : 
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Or thus,—to set the matter in a clear light — 


L. 8. 4. L. 9. d. kk. a & 
“et af ome 
Present on araiaen§ IS 0 G Taxes 1011 6 Together28 12 0 
profit On articles “Ae 
Future ditto. . 13 13 2 Do 717 4 DPirtlo 21 10 6 


o-oo 





ee 


By which will be 2 7 4 Taxes 214 2 Together 7 1 6 
saved on articles § 


We will now point out now these savings may be made, and 
eudeavour io shew the probable result. 

With respect to the assessed taxes, it is evident that they 
must be paid, so long as a man has chatrs, tables, &c. 

‘The saving in eoals and candles in London might be made, 
by being eareful in the use of them, and by going to bed two 
hours before midnight. 

It is strange, but true, that the duty on candles (three half- 
pence or two.pence per pound) scarcely pays the expence of 
collecting; and yet no person can make one for his own use, 
without being subject to a very heavy penalty. We recollect 
the case of the poor tellow at Birmingham, who made two or 
three candles with some house grease in a pistol or gun-barrel! 

In the article of soap, a small saving might be made, by 
using pearl ashes, or soap lees, to soften the water both for 


. 


washing and scouring. 


More than one half of the quantity of tea used might be 
dispensed with, by using roasted wheat. When taxed tea was 
sent to the Americans, they boarded the vessels, threw it into 
the sea; and cannot we exercise the same denial, and leave it 
in the vessels, or the warehouses ” 


We say nothing about coffee, tobacco, and snuff, having long 
ago banished the whole lot. 

It is said that the brewers use but two or two and a half 
bushels of malt, and some drugs, in making sixty-three gallons 
of porter; and we think it is clear, that the drugs do not cost 
ihe price of half a bashel of malt. The table beer brewers in 
general do not use more than one bushel of malt in making 
thirty-six ga}lons of their wash; and as many people used sugar 
or treacle, when malt was dear, we intend to make good table 
heer in the fallowing proportion:--one gallon of water; one 
pound and a quarter af treacle, five-pence ; one ounce of hops, 
one-penny; and one ounce of ginger, two-pence.. This boile d 
and fomented, as malt keer, will be better than the table beer, 
and may be partly used in making better beer. Those who 
Prefer acid to bitter, may use a few grains of the same acid with 
which soda water is made. As the high duty on malt is 


contioned, we shall use /ess, and less still, if corn should é 
rrode dearer 
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We have said nothing about wines, because the price of them 
is beyond our means; but to those hearty in the cause, we sa 
make your own from Malagas, at the rate of one gallon of wa. 
ter to five anda half or six pound, They may be now bought 
at fivepence halfpenny per pound: those who use but four 
pound to one gallon of water should add one ounce of ginger, 
which will make it keep. 

For gin we liave found peppermint-water a good substitute.. 

Uf it be true, that there are a million of men who wish for a 
reform, it is agreed on ail hands that it will soon be effected by 
net consuming so much of those articles which support the ex- 
cise, and this is the most important branch of the revenue. 

A few years ago it was thought more than noble of a few big 
bellied merchants, who denied themselves the pleasure of 
drinking French wines, because the French would not take our 
goods ; and it would be a sad reflection ou the Reformers to | 
suppose that they could not practice one fourth of the same 
denial. 

The great folks are lessening their expences very much; and 
the lower classes cannot purchase the taxed commodities; there: 
fore if the formers stick heartily to he cause fur one year, we 
may expect to see a deficiency of four or five millions in the re- 
venue, a sum equal to the half of that deficiency will be in 
their own pockets. 

We reckon that for direct taxes and prices in consequence of 
the present taxation we pay at least 401. out of 1301. 

With respect to the general finances of the country, the Bank 
does not draw in; aud we are quite sure the government does 
not draw in. The Bank would gladly discount two milhons of 
good bills, if the merchants would send them in; but the monied 
merchants have all large balances at their bankers, owing to the 
want of foreign trade. ‘The leg of mutton is now 8d. per |b. 
and has been 13d. It is cheap, because there are no govern- 
ment contracts for mutton, nor hardly any thing else but —! 
The thing stands thus:— 


1811. 1820. 

War every where. No war. 
Plenty of loans, atc No government contracts. 
Government contracts. No foreign trade, and therefore 
Good foreign trade. not much at home. 
Good home trade. Cheap provisions, and conse- 
Dear provisions. quently only 23 millions of 
29 to 33 millions of bank notes. bank notes. 
Money scarce, and above 5] Money under 5 per cent. é%- 

per cent., except at the cept at the bank, 

hank 











| 
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Peel’s ill will send the notes in, particularly the country ones; 
but low prices from loss of foreign trade and want of consump- 
tion will reduce the revenue ina much greater degree. We 
would rather not leave our children in debt, and their libertyin 

awn, 

The amount of bank notes, is published before the dividends 
are paid, but uot just after.---We should like to know the 
amount after.--- 


The stocks are up a little, because the Catholic Billis lost. 
What a security to. be thus altered. 
We are, Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 

April 19, 1821. Two REBs. 

P.S. The bank is to have “ notes in readiness,” for the 
country bankers; but the bank will not part with one without 
come sort of “ value received.” What have the country 
bankers to give, and there will he some famous posting from 12 


miles to 300, and upwards.---Lhe forgers (as well as the bank) 
will have a lot “ ready made” no doubt. 





LETTERS TO THE BLACK DWARF. 
, ares 
SOURCES OF CORRUPTION. 


in a Pamphlet, entitled ‘ A full view of the British House of 
Commons,” we have the following summary of the sources of 


influence, as it is miidly called, in the receipt and expenditure 
of the revenue. 





“ Many years since we had occasion to see a letter from Mr, 
Pitt to Lord Thurlow, upon an application which had been 
made by the latter, for an appointment of a person to the situa- 
tion of Stamp Distributor for the county of Somerset. Mrs. 
Pitt in that letter regretted that le could not confer the ap- 
pointment, which was considered to belong to the Members of 
the county. 

© The appointments of all officers of the Customs, which, pro-- 
ceeds from the Ministers of the Crown, we believe also to be 
ceually considered as the privilege of the Members who repre- 
usnt the place where such appointments take place. | 

“lu the constitution of the Board of Excise, it has been re- 
cently stated to Parliament, by a Committee of the House of 
Commons, that the chief officers of that Board, namely, the 
Commissioners, Solicitors and Comptrollers, ave appointed by 
the King’s patent: that the Secretary, Receiver-General, Comp- 
tol’er of Cush, Clezk of Securities, Inspector of Ialand Duties 
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on Tea, are appointed by the Board, upon nomination, by the 
Lows of the Treasury. ‘The Anditor, Register, and principal 
Hottsekeep er, by Treasury warrants; twenty Surveyors of [fy. 
strucfion also by the Treasury, and all minor appointments by 
the. Board. 


“The revenue of fast year, as stated by the Chancellor of the 


Eachequer,was 2. 4. 1 see 7 872,988 
A Loan i; ke a te eee ee 8,758,087 
aan es 9.957 94 





—— 


Total . . . . . $2,886,613 
- The fost of collecting the GO millions was stated to be 
4,226,735 

“ Non then, we have, first the sum of $2,886,6111 to be 
received by ageuts of some description or other : let us suppose 
there is no ‘partiality shew by the ministers to their supporters ; 
aud that the receivers of all this money are nominated by the 
whole 658 members of the House, in equal shares; that every 
member shall have his exact fractional part of the nomina- 
tions; if we «divide the 82,886,6111. by G58, the number of 
members, we shall find that every member would have the ap: 
pointment of persons who receive 120 0764. each, at least the 
receipt of such an immense revenue would allow of this ar: 
eT and we well know what use could be made of 

125,676/. passing through the lauds of any man, or set of men, 
in these days, every returning year. Here is the ‘prolific source’ 
of all our provincial paper bankers. 

“ The second reflection which arises out of this statement i is, 
that there is actually paid in salaries for management, to Cus- 
tom-house Officers, Receivers of Taxes, Distributors of Stamps, 
&c., the sum of 4,226.7 735. for management. 

‘“‘ Now, if this were also equally divided, we shall find, that 
it would afford to every member the nomination of Receivers 
and Officers, who should positively enjoy salaries of 6,4231. or 
ten persons of 642/. a-year each. 

‘ If such be the capacity afforded by the RECEIPT of our 
Revenue, what must the EXPENDITURE include, 

“ We shall only briefly touch upon the principal items. 

“ist. The Army, at present includes no less than 12,072 offi- 
cers, all of whom receive a yearly stipend. How many the 
Hon. Members hold we cannot say. 

“Out of the sum of 9,450,650 pounds, which is. twenty 
times the amount that the army cost when Pitt came into office : 
no less than 7,000,000 appears to be spent for extraordmary 
services, Salaries, and other charges be; ond the pay of: the men 

* The navy and ordnance is ewe 7,933 7621... and it ap- 
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pears that 5,000,0001. of this sum is not spent in the payment 
of our sailors, or repair of our ships; but, on the contrary, sa- 
jaries and extraordinaries swallow up two-thirds of the total ex. 
pencé; here we have one Lord of the Admiralty,6,0002., six... 
others 1,000. each: one Secretary 3,000/., two others 1,504. ; 
unti! 59,1812. is spent in this department. We have then a 
Navy Pay Office. and 37,3130. for its management. Thirdly, a 
Navy Officé, with 70,7397. for its management. Fouwthly, 
Victualling Office, and 113 Clerks, 45,017/. ; and all this, tvo, 
in profound peace, while our ships and our sailors have been 
unemployed, for nearly ten years. | 

“Thirdly: inthe next scale of expenditure, comes the Civil 
List, which is charged with a few, though comparatively very 
jew, of the pensions paid by the country, principally to the no- 
bility and their relations, amounting to the enormous sun of 
1,373,490/. exclusive of pay in the Army or the Navy. Now, 
if this suum be divided by 366, the number of Lords who con- 
stitute the upper House, it would allow each to receive 3,750/. 
a-yeur. 

“Fourthly. Is the Bank, now called the Bank of England, 
that prolific source of all our woe; but for the dreadful and 
desperate measure which Pitt adopted, to compel us to take the 
paper trash of these monopolists for pure gold, all the wicked- 
ness which could have been concentrated into the heart of man, 
could not have brought us into our present state; but for this 
diabolical resolution, to adopt “the gigantic system of swind- 
ling,” by enabling these Jews to coin millions in an hour, ont of 
nothing, we could not have had entailed upon us the aecursed 
debt. 

“ Yet it is, and with shame be it spoken, to this very source 
of all our sufferings, that we are next called upon to contribute, 
beyond all calcudation, and to pay millions upon millions, 
yearly, for the continuance of the greatest scourge England has 
hitherto been doomed to feel. 

“There are also 9,995 church livings, about one third of 
which are at the disposal of the Ministers of the Crown for 
their supporters and dependants. 

“ Other sources of patronoge we could enumerate, but the 
heart sikens at the recital. There is tle Dncay of Lancaster, 
a sad, sad source of invisible operation; there is the Trinity 
House; probably 400,000/. a-year, that we could unfold! 
Chere is East India patronage, with an expenditure of 10 
nuillions; there is a Post Office in every town; and a Tax-Ga. 
therer in every village. 

hy Whether the supporters of the Ministers, in the House of 
Conimons, have all ot any part of this patromage, we profess 
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not to eonjecture; whether they hold any commissions in the 
arfiiy, or navy, it isnot for us to remark ane ; whether their relg- 
tives and friends are in possession of all the church fivings, af 
the disposal of the Crown, we pretend not to determine ; but we 
say, if Parliamentary nvajorities, in both Houses, be necessar 
to keep the Ministers in their places; if hundreds of Lords 
have been created at their pleasure ; and if, to procure such 
majorities, the ministers have the disposal of the collection and 
handling of 82 millions of money, every year, which is THREE 
TIMES the whole RENTAL of England; if they have ap- 
pointments in the Army, the Navy, and the Church; if they 
have the secret management of the Duchy of Lancaster, and alj . 
East Iudia jobs, the appointment of Trinity Brethren, of sti. 
pendiary Justices, who are empowered to grant 48,345 ale, 
9,997 wine, and 36,611 spirit licences, every year; if they have 
all this patronage, and m addition thereto, the payment of 
1,373,490/., in pensions, to the families of Lords of their own. 
creation ; if the income appended to these appointments would 
allow of the Ministers granting to 400 supporters in the House 
of Commons, patronage worth the sum of 18,8532, each, pet 
year, independent of the enormous pensions paid to the no- 
bility and the salaries of Officers in the Army and Navy, with 
the Church livings; if these things be so, then may the people 
of Eng'and petition for a reformation until the fival day of 
retribution, but it will be im vain; Lord Grey observed 28 years 
since, THE HOUSE OF COMMONS NEVER WILL RE- 
FORM ITSELF! - 

‘* At present upon 1,000,000/., worth of tea, three milllions. 
of duty and charge is imposed; so that the consumer pays siz 
shillings for chat which does not cost two shillings. It is the 
same with every other commodity which is taxed before con: 
sumption. 

“ The National debt must be disposed of; a. Pailiament fairly. 
chosen by the people would act honestly and liberally in its ad- 
justinent ; and till such a Parliament be assembled; no taxes can: , 
constitutionally be imposed; the people would be fully juslified 
in an unanimous determination, to cease to contribute towards 
the expences of the state, and ‘most partieularly. towards sucht & ° 
wicked and wanton application of the public money as that of 
many of the pensions grantéd to Minors, until the usurpmg. 
Lords have relinguished their unjust, illegal, and unconsfilu- 


tional interference, in the choice of the Members of the peoples. . 
House.” 
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